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“Motherland” Debuts at SXSW and

Other Film Festivals in March 

Grieving Mothers Embark on Life Altering Journey; Find Relief in Giving to Communities in Need

February 6, 2009 – San Francisco, CA – Questions of how we grieve the loss of our loved ones and the healing power of service are the major themes that flow through Jennifer Steinman’s debut documentary film, Motherland, to have it’s World Premiere at the South by Southwest (SXSW) Film Festival, March 13-21, 2009, with a sneak preview screening at the Sebastopol Documentary Film Festival March 6th. 

Steinman felt compelled to examine the specific grief of mothers who have lost children after witnessing her close friend lose her son in an automobile accident.  Driven by the theory that “giving is healing,” she decided to organize a volunteer trip to Africa for a group of six grieving moms, hoping that the opportunity to travel abroad and work with children in need could help these mothers find some positive meaning in the wake of their tragedies.

“I was inspired by a passage in the book “Race against Time,” by Stephen Lewis (UN Secretary General’s special envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa), in which he references the death toll in certain impoverished regions of Africa and refers to the grieving continent as ‘an entire nation of mourners,’” says Steinman.

“I was so deeply moved by the notion of an entire continent in grief, and at the same time, I felt overwhelmingly inadequate about how to help my friend.  I wondered, what did we as Americans have to learn from Africa, particularly around the complex, though intrinsically human, subjects of grief and healing?”

Steinman set out to examine, and hopefully alleviate, some of the suffering both here and abroad through her documentary film project. “Motherland” follows this diverse group of women on their entire journey from America to Africa and back home again, and along the way explores the differences between how the two cultures deal with grief.  Ultimately, the unlikely travelers are able to find hope and healing through giving of themselves in service, and through the unexpected friendships they make along the way.  A larger vision of healing, growth and hope offers some measure of relief both to the women participating and to those who view the film. 

The original vision for “Motherland” is now living on into the future, as well.  “Jennifer’s film was the sole inspiration for founding Project Grace, a program of the Bay Area non-profit CorStone, which offers service trips for bereaved mothers, fathers and families,” said Catherine Stern, Co-Founder of Project Grace. “The life-changing experiences reported by each of the women who participated in the film prompted me, along with Carole Mahoney, to begin offering more of these unique service trips.”  So far, Project Grace has travelled to several orphanages in Mexico, and has plans for future trips to Nicaragua and El Salvador.

Steinman hopes that her film will touch and inspire people to reach out to those who are grieving and simply make a difference. She acknowledges that the subject of grief can make some uncomfortable; yet perhaps the ultimate message is that together as communities we can help see each other through the bad times, and the good.

“Motherland” will have its World Premiere at the SXSW Film Festival in Austin, TX, March 13-21.  It will also preview at the Sebastopol Film Festival in Sebastopol, CA, March 6, screen at the REEL Women International Film Festival in Los Angeles, March 29, 2009 and the California Independent Film Festival in Livermore, CA, April 16-19. For more information about Project Grace, please contact Catherine Stern at catherines@corstone.org or Carole Mahoney carolem@corstone.org.
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