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“Motherland” WINS Audience Award 

At South by Southwest

March 19, 2009 – Austin, Texas – “Motherland”, the debut documentary film from Director Jennifer Steinman, won the Emerging Visions Audience Award at the South by Southwest 2009 Film Festival on Tuesday evening. 
“I’m completely honored that audiences experienced a strong connection to my film,” said Steinman after receiving her $5000 award sponsored by Maxell. “Grief is an intense issue, and I’m so happy that people are willing to experience this journey through viewing my film and perhaps come away with a renewed sense of hope in how we can help each other survive after loss.”
“Motherland” follows the unique journey of six diverse American mothers, each grieving the death of a child, as they travel to South Africa to work as volunteers.  Steinman felt compelled to examine the specific grief of mothers who have lost children after witnessing her close friend lose her son in an automobile accident.  Driven by the theory that “giving is healing,” she decided to organize this volunteer trip to Africa, hoping that the opportunity to travel abroad and work with children in need could help these mothers find some positive meaning in the wake of their tragedies.

“I was inspired by a passage in the book “Race against Time,” by Stephen Lewis (UN Secretary General’s special envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa), in which he references the death toll in certain impoverished regions of Africa and refers to the grieving continent as ‘an entire nation of mourners,’” says Steinman.

“I was so deeply moved by the notion of an entire continent in grief, and at the same time, I felt overwhelmingly inadequate about how to help my friend.  I wondered, what did we as Americans have to learn from Africa, particularly around the complex, though intrinsically human, subjects of grief and healing?”

“Motherland” was also the Jury Winner at the Sebastopol Documentary Film Festival, where it had a sneak preview earlier this month. Upcoming screenings at the REEL Women International Film Festival in Los Angeles, March 29, the California Independent Film Festival, April 18 and the Atlanta Film Festival, April 22, 2009.
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